	White County Schools
	BELIEFS, MISSION & VISION


	Beliefs

	The White County School System believes that:

· All children can learn.

· Every student is special.

· Students will strive to reach high expectations.

· Schools must have a positive and nurturing environment.

· Education is the responsibility of the schools, parents, and the community.

· Parents must become actively involved in the development of their children’s intellectual growth, citizenship skills, and physical and emotional well being.

· Communication among all stakeholders is fundamental for providing a quality education to all students.

· All policies and procedures should be developed with the primary goal of improving student learning.

· Resources should be provided to students to ensure a top quality learning environment.

· Accommodations for learning differences must be made.

· Schools must have a safe learning environment.

· Achievement data and research-based strategies will be used to guide decisions that influence student learning.



	Mission

	The mission of the White County School District is to help all students become responsible, self directed learners capable of functioning in our society.  White County Schools are committed to helping all adults develop the skills necessary to meet the challenges of all working people.  This will take place in a safe and secure environment free of violence, drugs, and fear.



	Vision

	The White County School System envisions that all students will:

· Succeed in school.

· Be responsible, productive, and contributing citizens.

· Hold high expectations for themselves.

· Value education.

· Leave school with the knowledge to succeed in life.

· Make responsible career choices.

· Strive to achieve proficiency and beyond in all curriculum areas and on standardized tests.




Information and regulations supplied in this handbook are in effect at the publication date of the manual but are subject to change.
White County Schools

In-service Policy
2010-2011
According to the Policy Manual for the White County Board of Education, F-3, 
“In-service education is defined as a program of planned activities designed to increase the competencies needed by all personnel in the performance of their responsibilities…In-service credit shall not be given during teaching hours, while participating in activities paid by the Board, nor while performing duties which are required as part of teaching assignments…Individuals who miss in-service activities without approval of the superintendent and principal shall have their last salary adjusted to compensate for the day(s) missed.”

According to the Policy Manual for the White County Board of Education, F-17, “Contracts of professional personnel shall include two-hundred (200) days of responsibility…

1. A minimum of one hundred and eighty (180) working days;

2. A minimum of five (5) days of in-service education; (4 assigned, 1 educator’s choice)
3. One (1) day for parent-teacher conferences;

4. Ten (10) vacation days; and

5. Four (4) days as designated by the Board.

The school calendar adopted by the Board each year shall become part of each employee’s contract.”

One day of in-service shall be equivalent to not less than six (6) hours of attendance.

Additional hours may be required for re-certification or SACS credit.

As assigned by the director of schools, new teachers are required to complete sixty (60) hours of additional training on the following schedule:

· 1st year teacher – 30 hours

· 2nd year teacher – 20 hours

· 3rd year teacher – 10 hours
TO MEET WHITE COUNTY’S APPLICATION FOR RACE TO THE TOP,

TWO (2) ADDITIONAL DAYS OF IN-SERVICE WILL BE ADDED DURING 2010-2011
Description of 

Professional Development Opportunities 
1. Date: June 3, 2010
Time: 8:00–3:15 
Location: Cookeville High School

Title: Summer Literacy Conference

Participants: PreK – 12 Teachers, Librarians (see your principal for a registration form)
Description of Activity:  Student literacy 
Cost: $30 (pre-registration)

Hours Credit: 6 hours
2. Date: June 16-18, 2010 
Time:  16th 1:00-4:00, 17th 8:00-4:00, 18th 8:00-12:00
Location:  Fall Creek Falls
Title:  Upper Cumberland Leadership Conference  
Participants: School Administrators and Supervisors
Description of Activity:  Workshops addressing current education issues 
Hours credit:  12 hours  TASL credit
3.  Date:  June 17, 2010
Time:  8:00--3:30
Location:  Hyder Burks Pavilion, Cookeville
Title:  “Trauma Injuries in the School Setting”
Participants: RN’s and LPN’s that work in schools as school nurses, health coordinators, teaching assistants, special education teachers, teachers dealing with health care needs, guidance counselors, administrative personnel, coordinated school health personnel
Description of Activity:  School Nurse Alliance Summer Meeting

Cost:  $30  

Hours Credit:  6 hours

4.  Date:  June 17 & 18, 2010
Time:  8:00-3:00

Location:  Tennessee Tech University Memorial Gym
Title:  “Physical Education & Lifetime Wellness Summer Workshop”
Participants: Physical Education, Wellness, PreK & Kindergarten Teachers

Description of Activity:  Emphasis on hands-on activities using swimming noodles, therapeutic balls, wiffle balls, etc.
Cost:  Free (Anyone not registering before May 17 must pay $20 late fee)
Hours Credit:  12 hours
5. Date: June 21 & 22, 2010 

Time:  8:30-3:30 EST
Location:  East Ridge High School, Chattanooga, TN  

Title:  “Building Capacity with Standards-Based Tools”  
Participants: K-12 teachers chosen at the district level---Train-the-trainer model
Description of Activity:  Professional development focused on the revised curriculum standards in English/language arts, mathematics, and science  
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  12 hours   

6. Date: June 23, 2010 

Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  White County Board of Education 

Title:  “Curriculum Mapping for 6th Grade Language Arts”  
Participants: Grade 6 Language Arts Teachers
Description of Activity:  Alignment of the 6th grade language arts content standards to the school calendar, formative assessments, and the TCAP assessment schedule.
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours   

7. Date: June 24 & 25, 2010

Time: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. each day

Location: Gatlinburg/Park Vista

Title: TASCD Summer Institute:

· “Worksheets Don’t Grow Dendrites & Shouting Won’t Grow Dendrites” by Marcia Tate

Participants: All PreK – 12 Teachers, Librarians, School Administrators, School/System Supervisors

Description of Activity: Participants will explore research that shows why some instructional strategies are preferable to others.  Participants will develop instructional activities that foster student engagement and will gain confidence in dealing with the most difficult behavior challenges.

Cost: TASCD member/early bird registration (by May 1) $140.  This includes breakfast and lunch for both days.

Hours Credit: 14 hours
8.  Date:  July 1, 2010 
Time:  8:00-11:00  PreK---2nd grade teachers;   12:00-3:00   3rd---5th grade teachers
Location:  White County High School Library  

Title:  “Differentiation Through Learning Centers”  
Participants: PreK-5 teachers
Description of Activity: Learning centers are academically effective and developmentally responsive, according to Dr. Nancy Kolodziej, the presenter of this session.  This session will provide practical suggestions for setting up, monitoring, and assessing learning centers that meet our state standards.  In addition, teachers will be given examples of learning centers that provide activities directed at students who achieve at many different levels and with a variety of learning styles…..”a sure-fire way and proven way to improve student learning”.
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

9.  Date:  July 8 & 9, 2010 
Time:  8:30-4:45
Location:  Clarksville, TN  

Title:  “2010 Summer Institute for Alternative Education”  
Participants: Alternative School Personnel
Description of Activity: The institute will feature proactive approaches/solutions to dealing with student discipline, alternatives to suspension/expulsion by examining exemplary practices, as well as legal and procedural issues and practices in the field.
Cost:  $50
Hours Credit:  12 hours    

10.  Date:  July 14-17, 2010 
Time:  
Location:  Louisville, KY  

Title:  “Designing Schools for the Future:  Improved Achievement and Graduation Rates” 
Participants: Teachers and Administrators Grades 9-12---2010 participants have been pre-registered
Description of Activity:  The High Schools That Work Staff Development Conference will help school and teacher leaders think about new ways to implement school and classroom practices that can improve student motivation and achievement, so more students graduate and they graduate prepared for college, advanced training and careers in the 21st-century economy.  
Hours Credit:  Hour-for-hour credit according to time spent in sessions   

11.  Date:  July 20, 2010 
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  White County High School Library  

Title:  Orientation to newly adopted foreign language textbooks  
Participants: Foreign language teachers grades 9-12
Description of Activity: Representatives from the textbook company will demonstrate the use of newly adopted textbooks along with the ancillary materials available to the teacher 
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

12.  Date:  July 27, 2010 
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  White County Middle School Library  

Title:  “Building Better Students:  A Toolbox of Comprehension and Vocabulary Strategies for ALL Learners”  
Participants: Teachers Grades 6-8
Description of Activity: This in-service will focus on differentiated instruction, comprehension, and vocabulary strategies
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

13.  Date:  July 27, 2010 
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  White County High School Library  

Title:  Orientation to newly adopted language arts textbooks  
Participants: Language arts teachers grades 9-12
Description of Activity: Representatives from the textbook company will demonstrate the use of newly adopted textbooks along with the ancillary materials available to the teacher 
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

14.  Date:  July 27, 2010 
Time:  12:00-3:00
Location:  White County Middle School Library  

Title:  Orientation to newly adopted language arts textbooks  
Participants: Language arts teachers grades 6-8

Description of Activity:  Representatives from the textbook company will demonstrate the use of newly adopted textbooks along with the ancillary materials available to the teacher
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

15.  Date:  July 27, 2010 
Time:  12:00-3:00
Location:  White County Middle School Math Department  

Title:  TI-84 Graphing Calculators  
Participants: Math teachers grades 6-12
Description of Activity:  A TI trainer will present information on the use of the TI-84 graphing calculator in the math classroom 
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

16.  Date:  July 28, 2010
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  White County High School Room W-5  
Title:  Podcasting…Easy as 1-2-3    
Participants:  One participant from each school---participants will receive a 2 hour HD FlipVideo camcorder for their respective school---notify your principal if interested  
Description of Activity:  Participants will learn how to podcast for their classroom with a high definition camcorder.  The uses of a podcast range from helping students review for a test, receive more practice on non-mastered material, helping students on homebound, creating lessons for days you will miss school, recording activities or projects your students prepared, or any other activity you can imagine.  Each participant will be taught how to use a HD FlipChannel and how to prepare other creative projects that can be produced with the FlipShare computer program  

Cost:  None  
Hours Credit:  3 hours     
17.  Date:  July 29, 2010 
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  WCMS Applied Tech Lab

Title:  Web Tools for the Classroom
Participants:  PreK-5 teachers
Description of Activity:  Free online and downloadable programs that can be used in the elementary classroom

Cost:  None  
Hours Credit:  3 hours     
18.  Date:  July 29, 2010
Time:  12:00-3:00

Location:  WCMS Applied Tech Lab
Title:  Web Tools for the Classroom
Participants:  Grades 6-8 teachers 
Description of Activity: Free online and downloadable programs that can be used in the middle school classroom

Cost:  None

Hours Credit:  3 hours     
19.  Date:  July 29, 2010 
Time:  Grades 1-2 8:00-11:00;  Grades 3-5 12:00-3:00
Location:  Sparta Civic Center 

Title:  “Orientation to newly adopted language arts textbooks”  
Participants: Language Arts Teachers Grades 1-5
Description of Activity: Representatives from the textbook company will demonstrate the use of newly adopted textbooks along with the ancillary materials available to the teacher 
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

20.  Date:  July 30, 2010 
Time:  8:00-11:00

Location:  WCHS Lab – Room 209

Title:  Computer Maintenance and Troubleshooting

Participants:  PreK-12 teachers and administrators 
Description of Activity:  Tips for maintaining computer performance (viruses, Mal-ware, SPAM);  Troubleshooting computer problems (Beeps, updates, etc.)     
Cost:  None  
Hours Credit:  3 hours   
21.  Date: August 2, 2010
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  White County Board of Education 

Title:  Administrators’ Workshop  
Participants: Principals, Assistant Principals, Supervisors
Description of Activity:  Data analysis, review of school-opening procedures  
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours    

22.  Date:  August 3, 2010

Time:    8:00-11:00

Location:   WCHS Lab – Room 209
Title:  Powerpoint for Teachers and Administrators

Participants:  PreK-12 teachers and administrators
Description of Activity:  Creating powerpoint presentations
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours       
23.  Date: August 4, 2010
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  Woodland Park Elementary School
Title:  Basic/Intro Interactive Whiteboard/Promethean Training  
Participants: New Users

Description of Activity: Designed for users new to Promethean board.  This session will walk through basic ActivBoard use, trouble shooting, lesson development, ActivStudi/Inspire tips.  Handouts and a resource CD    Presenter-Dr. Jeremy Wendt
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours   *Can attend one session for credit.  Choose the session that best suits your “comfort level.” 
24.  Date: August 4, 2010
Time:  12:-3:00
Location:  Woodland Park Elementary School
Title:  Intermediate Interactive Whiteboard/Promethean Training  
Participants: Teachers who have had a board in the classroom and are comfortable with the basic concepts.  
Description of Activity: Designed for users who already have a board in their classroom and know basic concepts of usage. This session will cover lesson development, content area topics and resources, as well as trouble shooting software/hardware problems. 

Presenter-Dr. Jeremy Wendt
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours   *Can attend one session for credit.  Choose the session that best suits your “comfort level.” 
25.  Date: August 5, 2010
Time:  8:00-11:00
Location:  Woodland Park Elementary School
Title:  Advanced Interactive Whiteboard/Promethean Training  
Participants: Teachers who have had their boards a few years and are more advanced
Description of Activity: Designed for users who are more advanced with lesson design and board use.  An in-depth look at resources, lesson design, advanced tools, and integration   Presenter-Dr. Jeremy Wendt
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  3 hours   *Can attend one session for credit.  Choose the session that best suits your “comfort level.” 
26.  Date: August 5, 2010
Time:  8:00-3:00
Location:  White County Board of Education 

Title:  Essential Skills for a Successful First Year of Teaching  
Participants: First year teachers and teachers new to the White County School System
Description of Activity: Participants will be provided an orientation to the policies and procedures of the White County School System along with suggestions and techniques designed to promote effective teaching. 
Cost:  None
Hours Credit:  6 hours  
Additional “Teacher’s Choice” Options that will be available within the School year

BrainChild Training 

3 hours
Grades K-5
EXCEL
3 hours
PreK-12 teachers & administrators  
Techniques for Tracking 

Student Progress


3 hours
Grades 9-12
SPED Topics


6 hours 
Grades PreK-12
Book Systems Training
6 hours
All Librarians
Upper Cumberland

Teacher Workshops
6 hours
PreK-12 teachers & administrators  
TTU Law Seminar
6 hours
PreK-12 teachers & administrators  
Check for updates at www.whitecountyschools.org
NOTES: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
